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“ “
About The Big 
Issue Foundation

To complement the self-help ethos of The Big Issue 
magazine, The Big Issue Foundation was established 
in 1995 as an independently registered charity. 

We support Big Issue vendors to achieve financial 
stability through their magazine sales whilst helping 
them to overcome longstanding social disadvantages 
previously holding them back. All our beneficiaries 
are Big Issue vendors that buy magazines for £1.25 
with their own money from official distribution points 
and sell them for £2.50 on a designated pitch. 

Our vision is to create opportunities that will end 
poverty and exclusion for Big Issue vendors and our 
mission is to connect Big Issue vendors to the vital 
support and specialist services that enable them to 
rebuild their lives and determine their own pathways 
to a better future. We currently support over 1,240 
Big Issue vendors every year across London, the 
South Coast, Oxfordshire, the Midlands and the 
South West. 

By choosing to fundraise for The Big Issue 
Foundation, you are helping us to support more Big 
issue vendors.

Thank you so much  
for choosing to  
fundraise for The Big 
Issue foundation.
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In this guide you will find:

The team at The Big Issue 
Foundation was brilliant. 
They reminded me of how 
far I’d come and encouraged 
me to keep fighting.

Bill Webb,  
former Big Issue vendor.

How your  
money helps.  
Page 4

Big Issue vendor  
Michael’s story. 
Page 14-15

How to send in  
your money.  
Page 16

Eight top  
fundraising ideas. 
Page 6-13

Tips and tricks for 
effective fundraising. 
Page 5
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Gift aid

If you’d like us to send you any  
of the materials below to help with 
your fundraising just let us know  
on events@bigissue.com or 02075 
263456 and we’ll post them out  
to you: Sponsorship forms, 
balloons , collection buckets and/or  
collection tins.

Thank people

Let people know how much you 
appreciate their support and what a 
difference their fundraising will make! 

Thank  
you!

Tips and tricks 

Shout from the  
rooftops! 

Matched funding

Let everyone know what you’re doing 
by sharing your fundraising page 
on your social media, in WhatsApp 
groups and in your email signature. 

Did you know that a lot of employees 
will donate towards or even match 
what you’ve raised? Ask your manager 
whether your company operates a 
matched giving scheme and how you 
can apply for it.

for fundraising

We’d love to hear all about your fundraising so please get 
in touch on events@bigissue.com or 02075 263456 to let 
us know what you have planned.
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How your  
money helps

could buy a vendor  
new suit and shoes  
for a job interview

could pay for a card reader 
to enable a vendor to take 
contactless payment

£12         £5
could pay for return  
travel to a health 
appointment

£25
could pay for  
study materials for  
a training course

£50

£85
could enable a 
vendor to get a 
passport giving 
them Photo ID

       £100
could pay for a starter pack 
for a new home including 
kitchen essentials

How your  
money helps



6 7

Fundraising Ideas

?You’ll be surprised at how much you 
can raise in a short space of time with 
a bucket collection. Get in touch with 
your local supermarket, train station 
or shopping centre to book a spot 
and make sure you let us know so 
we can send you out a bucket.

Invite your friends, family and 
colleagues to the local pub for a quiz 
night. They will get a fun night out 
whilst you boost your fundraising 
so it’s a win win situation! Ask for 
a donation to take part and give 
a percentage of your takings or a 
donated prize to the winner.

01 The Golden 
Oldie

The BIG Quiz
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Stock up on popcorn and turn your 
house into a cinema for the night! 
You could even hold a themed film 
night depending on the time of year, 
such as a horror night for Halloween 
or festive favourites at Christmas.

 

Channel your inner Mary Berry 
with a bake sale at work! Ask your 
colleagues to help with the baking 
and hold a stall in your reception 
or common area. No-one can turn 
down a delicious cake for a good 
cause! 
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Movie  
Marathon

Bake 
Off
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Turn the next big sporting event, 
TV show or even Eurovision into 
a bit of healthy competition with 
a sweepstake! Ask people for a 
donation to take part and split your 
takings with the winner.

05
Sweepstake

is another person’s treasure! Clean 
out your house and hold a stall at 
your local car boot sale. 

06
One person’s 
trash...

1110

CAR BOOT  

SALE TODAY!
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Setting up an online fundraising  
page through JustGiving, Virgin 
Money Giving  or  Facebook is one 
of the easiest ways to collect your 
fundraising. The money you raise 
comes directly through to The Big 
Issue Foundation so you don’t need 
to worry about sending it! 

Organise a dress down day at work or 
school and ask for donations to take 
part. If your work is already casual, 
why not shake things up and make it 
a fancy dress day! 

08 Get  
online!

07
Fundraise 
in Fashion

DONATE

DONATE

DONATE

DONATE

DONATE

DONATE

DONATE
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“
Michael’s Story
Big Issue Vendor, Bristol Temple Meads

“
My name is Michael and I have been selling 
The Big Issue in Bristol for about 2 years 
now. 

I’m from Leicester originally but in a classic 
boy meets girl story, I fell in love and moved 
to Bristol. It didn’t quite work out, but I fell in 
love with Bristol instead. Somewhere along 
the way though I got in with the wrong crowd 
and I got mixed up with drugs. I ended up 
going to prison for 16.5 months. As soon as 
the judges hammer went down and I was 
sentenced, I immediately knew I wanted to 
turn my life around.  I decided to use the 
time locked up to become a better version 
of myself. I spent the time studying and I 
ended up getting 19 qualifications including 
Level 1&2 Maths, English and IT and my 
Level 2 Information Advice and Guidance 
certificate. I was ready to be a better version 
of myself when I left prison.

Despite best intentions, I came out of prison 
and I couldn’t get a job. Not only did I have 
to contend with my criminal convictions but 
I was also homeless. No fixed address, no 
bank account, nothing. 

I felt so demoralised and I wasn’t the 
confident guy I used to be. It was one day 
when I was sat down begging that someone 
from The Big Issue approached me and told 
me about becoming a vendor.  I thought I 
may as well give it a go. My pitch ended up 
being where I had been begging so I knew 
the area and I was a familiar face to a lot 
of people walking past. I’d never done sales 
like this before and I felt so awkward when I 
first started selling. 

I nearly quit in the first few days, I had 
actually been making more money begging. 
But as the days and weeks went on, I began 
to build up a customer base and see the 
same people regularly. When people started 
acknowledging me more, the human contact 
and friendliness is what kept me going. When 
I was begging I was sat down with my head 
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How to send 
 in your money  

If you are sending in a donation that is not through an online 
fundraising page, please use a reference so we can identify the 
payment. For example, J Bloggs Big Sleep Out  and notify us by email 
at events@bigissue.com so we can ensure that it is allocated to 
your fundraising total. 

Online 

You can pay in the money you’ve raised 
online by visiting www.bigissue.org.
uk/donate

Phone 

To make a card payment, call us 
020 7526 3458 9am – 5pm Monday 
to Friday

Cheque 

Bank transfer

Bank Name: NatWest
Account Name: Big Issue Foundation
Sort Code: 60-20-31
Account No: 40110133

FREEPOST RTTS-JGTR-LRYR,  
The Big Issue Foundation,  
113-115 Fonthill Road, 3rd Floor, 
London, N4 3HH

Paypal 
To pay through Paypal please scan 
the QR code below using your phone 
camera and enter your name as  
a reference

£

£ £
£££

£
£

down whereas now I could stand tall. People 
respect that and I began to notice people 
talking to me more. Hearing someone say 
something like “Good luck with today” made 
a huge difference. 

That first pitch was great and I got to know 
a few people but everyone was always in 
a rush. The Big Issue Foundation had been 
working with Network Rail and there was 
a pitch opening at Bristol Temple Meads 
station. They suggested I apply, and not only 
did I get interviewed for the station pitch 
but I got accepted.

I’ve been at the station now for about 9 
months and its amazing. The station staff 
have treated me really well, like part of the 
team. I know the station inside out now and 
I know the trains. If people aren’t sure where 
to go I know what trains leave from what 
platforms and even know the schedules for 
some of them. 

The Foundation helps vendors get to where 
they need to be, it gives them support. 
When I was first on the street, I had nothing. 
Having a Service Broker who knows you 
and your story, that single point of contact 
really helps. But everyone in the office takes 
the time to get to know you. It’s a unique 
relationship where they are there for you 
and they don’t expect anything from you in 
return. It’s nice. A lot of people don’t have 
that kind of support in their life. 

I was completely shut off and The Big Issue 
has helped me become myself again. I’ve 
found new things about myself and with the 
support of the Foundation I’ve been able to 
slowly go on this journey and find my own 
path. I’ve learnt to take small steps to create 
a strong foundation that I can build upon. 
It’s like I’ve started on the ground floor, I’ve 
built my way up and I’m almost there. I just 
need to get the roof on top to complete it.



“I’m grateful for what The Big Issue 
and The Big Issue Foundation have 
done for me. They’ve helped me get 
my life back on track. By supporting 
The Big Issue Foundation, you are 
opening new avenues for people to 
reclaim their lives.

Julie, Big Issue Vendor  
in Bournemouth

“

to read more of Julie’s story visit out website at  
www.bigissue.org.uk
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